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Title: Integrating Unit Themes to Foster Understanding of Others: From Grammar Introduction
to Production in Junior High School

Summary

This practice aims to design grammar lessons that are closely related to unit themes, fostering
students’ personal growth and understanding of others. In many textbooks, new grammar is
naturally embedded in the unit text. However, practice and production tasks often become
mechanical and lose connection with the theme. To address this, the presenter has designed oral
practice and self-expression activities to align closely with the theme, helping students think beyond
language form.
One example is a lesson on “Wh-questions + to-infinitive” in a unit about universal design for
second-year junior high school students. The focus was on social minorities, specifically support for
homeless people. The lesson flow was:
(1) Show photos of homeless shelters in urban areas and ask students about their location
and use.
(2) Present grammar form, meaning, and function, followed by pair practice using the
photos.
(3) Discuss possible support methods in pairs, starting with “Tell me how to help the
homeless people.”
(4) Provide statistics on homelessness and read a short passage about “invisible homeless”
people.
(5) Have students write their ideas, beginning with “I want to tell you about what to do for
the homeless people.”
This approach allows grammar practice to lead naturally into meaningful output that promotes

awareness and empathy.
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